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The Human Condition (Re)imagined:
Identity, Alienation, and Absurdity in
the Digital Age

Rationale

In the complex web of human existence, questions of identity, alienation; and ﬁ

absurdity have been a common thread throughout human history. n this conference
we Willtbe looking at these issues through the lens of the social concept in modern
society, how human beings living Fragmented lives, feeling increasin ly disconnected
and confronted with the absurdity of existence, try to escape from this other
dimension of the human condition. Indeed it is only in the context of accelerating
technocratic change and widespread digital saturation, with a global crisis of identity
and meaning, that we need to take a hard look at these issues.

Identity formation, once rooted_in stable categories of nation, community, or
tradition, has become a complex and fluid process in the 21st century. It is shaped b
globalization, hybrid cultnral narratives, and social media algorithms that rewar
performance over authenticity. As individuals grapple with intersectional identities—
cultural, gendered, digital, "and posthuman—they often experience dissonance
between internal self—conception and external representation (Hall, 1990).

According to Giddens, "the self has become a reflexive project that requires
constant attention, negotiation, and reaffirmation in an increasingly volatile and often
contradictory personal and social environment." In the digital and virtual space
identities are elaborated, multiplied, and even commoditied, to the point o
generating a profound alienation from the self they represent. This tension feeds a
state of alienation that is no longer limited to the economic or political as Marx and
Erégelsi (161348) pointed out, but irectly affects the emotional and social life of the
individual.

But paradoxically, this h per—connected digital life can intensify loneliness and
disconnection, as Sherry Turlde (2011) says. Beilnjg ‘alone together’ reveals an even
deeper existential and ~cultural paradox: we inhabit fabricated digital personas,
communicate in games live ina world of algorithmic intimacy, and our interactions
are deeply mediated. All of this adds up to meaninglessness.

Camus (Igtiz) defined the absurd as “the conflict between the human desire for
meaning and_€ € universe’s indifference”. .Tod(ziy, this conflict is expressed in the
repetition of digital routines, the infinite displacement of content and the
trivialization of meaning in memes and viral content. The absurd is no longer just an
existential philosophy or a theatrical genre as in Beckett or Ionesco; it’s everywhere

om pop culture to video game narratives, glitch aesthetics or internet dark humour,
It’s a cultural landscape where langua e fails, routines spin into meaninglessness, and

individuals must find purpose in the chaos of postmodern life.

Sartre (1943) and Heidegger (1927), as philosophers, said the individual had the
burden of choice in a world without a predetermined essence. Today, that burden is
spread across the multitude of choices and identities, and instead of fireedom, we get
paralysis. But facing the absurd can also open up new paths to resistance, creativity
and self-determination.




La Condition Humaine Réimaginée :
Identité, Aliénation et Absurdité al'ere
Numerique

Argumentaire

Dans la tapisserie complexe de l'existence humaine, les thémes de l'identite, de ﬁ
I'aliénation et dle) I'absurdite occupent une place,importante agissant comme des
iliers fonda,mentaux qui‘fagonnent notre comprehension de la condition hum;ﬁne.
Eette conférence vise a ex lore‘r ces _concepts dans des contextes societaux
contemporains, en mettant en lumiere la fagon dOng les indi\fidus naviguent entre des
identites ﬁagmentees, des sentiments de deconnexion omnipresents et la nature de
plus en plus absurde de la vie moderne. Dans un monde ou les récits traditionnels
d'appartenance < et de signification sont perturbes par des changements
tec nologiques rapides, la saturation numerique et les crises mondiales, lurgence
d’interroger ces themes n'a jamais €te aussi pressante.

La formation de l'identité, autrefois anerée dans les catégories stables de la nation,
de la communauté ou de la tradition,, est devenue au X%(Ie siecle une entreprise
complexe et mutable. Elle est faconnee gar la’ mondialisation, les recits culturels
hybr1des et l'inﬂuen_ce des algonthm.es. les medias sociaux qui recompensent la
perfprmapge au detr1rpent de lauthenticite. Lorsque les 1n(l1Y1dus sont aux prises avec
des ,1dent1tes intersectionnelles - culturelles, sexuees, numeriques et post—l}umames -
ils eprouvent souvent une dissonance entre l'idée qu'ils se font d'eugc—memes et la
representation exterieure (Hall, 1990). Le soi devient un projet réflexif, comme
I'athirme Giddens (1991), qui exige une négociation et un controle continus dans des
cadres changeants et souvent contradictoires. Dans les espaces numériques et virtuels,
les identités sont elaborees, multiplices et parfois commercialisées, ce qui conduit a
une forme d'aliénation identitaire ou les individus s'éloignent du moi qu'ils incarnent.

Cette tension alimer_lte djrectement la condit_ion d'aliénation, qui_ne }‘éside plus
seulement dans le domaine ¢conomique ou pol1t1que, comme l'ont decrit Marx et

Engels (18453), mais_qui im regne la vie émotiounelle et sqciale. Paradoxalemept,
comme, lobserve Sherry Turkle (2011?, nos vies. numeriques_hyperconnectees

intensifient souvent les experiences de solitude et de détachement. Le paradoxe d'écre
« seuls ensemble » souligne une dissonance existentielle et culturelle plus profonde,

u'il sagisse de personas en ligne, de jeux de communication ou ,d'intimité
a gm\rithmique, les interactions humaines sont de plus en p_lus mAediatisees, ¢e qui
souleyq de profondes questions sur ce que signifie appartenir et étre connu a lere
numerique.

. La presence persistante de l'absurde plane sur ces experiences. Camus f%1,942) a
decrit labsurde comme le conflit entre le desir humain de sens et l'indifférence
siler}chuse d.e. l'univers. A.ujourd'hui,, _cette absu,rdite est souvent vecue dans la
repetition triviale des routines numeriques, le defilement sans fin du spectacle et
l'aplatissement ironique du sens dans les memes et les contenus viraux. Labsurde nlest
plus gonfine ala phi osophigt existent,ie_lle ou au théatre ,dp Beckett et de Ionesco ; il
impregne la culture populaire, les recits de jeux, lesthetique du glicch et I'humour
etrange d'internet. Elle reflete un paysage culturel ou le langage echoue, ou les
routines se transforment en non-sens et ou les individus doivent se construire un but
dans le chaos incohérent de la vie postmoderne.

Des philoso%hes comme Sartre (1943) et Heidegger (1923) ont longtemps insiste
sur le p01ds du choix individuel daps un monde depourvu 'essence redetermjnee.
Aujourd'hui, ce fardeau est amplifi¢ par la multiplicite des choix et des identites, ce
qui conduit souvent non pas a l'autonomisation mais a la parz}lysie.rlfourtant? la
confrontation avec I'absurde peut aussi ouvrir de nouvelles voies a’la resistance, a la
creéativite et a I'autodéfinition authentique.




La Condicion Humana Reimaginada: R
Identidad, Alienacidn y Absurdo en la
Era D1g1tal

Argumento

Las cuestiones de identidad, alienacion y absurdo han sido durante mucho tiempo w
hilos conductores en el entramado de la existencia humana. En esta conferencia, se
abordara a la luz del concepto social en la sociedad moderna, examinando como los
seres humanos, al vivir Vidlz)ls fragmentadas, sentirse cada vez mas desconeetados y
enﬁentarse al absurdo de la existencia, buscan escapar de esta otra dimension de Ia
condicion humana. En efecto, solo en el contexto de un cambio tecnocratico acelerado
y una saturacion digital generalizada —marcado por una crisis global de identidad y de
sentido— se vuelve urgente y necesario adoptar una mirada critica hacia éstas
cuestiones.

La formacion de la identidad, antafio arraigada en eategorias estables de nacion
comunidad o tradicion, se ha convertido en una empresa compleja mutable en e
siglo XXI. Esta moldeada por la globalizacion, las narrativas culturales hibridas y la
in%lueneia de los algoritmos de las redes sociales que premian el rendimiento por
encima de la autenticidad. A medida que los individuos se enfrentan a identidades
interseccionales -culturales, de genero, digitales y posthumanas—, a menuglo
experimentan una disonaneia entre la autoconcepcion interna y la representacion
externa (Hall, 1990),. Segun Giddens, "el Yo se ha Convertido en un proyecto reﬂexivro
que requiere atencion constante, negociacion reafirmacion en entornos cada vez mas
volatiles v, a menudo, contradictorios a niveé personal y social”. En el contexto del
espacio_ gl.igital ly virtual, las identidades se’ elaboran, multiplican e incluso se
comercializan, llegando a confundirse hasta el punto de generar una profunda
alienaciO,n respecto al i{o que representan. Esta tension alimenta un estado de
alienacion que ya no se limita a lo economico o polltlco, como lo senalaron Marx y
Engels (1848), sino que afecta directamente la vida emocional y social del individuo.

Paradéjieamente, esta experiencia digital hiperconeetada uede intensificar la
soledad y el desapego, como ‘advierte Sherry Turkle (2011). El Eeeho de estar “solos
Emtos” revela un paradoxo existencial y cultural aun mas profundo: ya sea que

abitemos personas digitales fabricadas,” nos comuniquemos en forma de juego o
vivamos en un mundo de intimidad algorltmica, nuestras interacciones se han vuelto

profundamente mediadas.

Todo ello contribuye a una falea de sentido persistente. Camus (1942) lo expreso
! .

celebremente en cuatio palabras: el absurdo (el conflicto entre el deseo humano de
sentido y la indiferencia silenciosa del universo). Hoy, este conflicto se manifiesta
claramente en la trivial repeticion de rutinas digitales, el desplazamiento infinito de
contenidos y la banalizacion ironica del sentido en los memes'y contenidos virales. El
absurdo ya no es solo una filosofia existencial o un genero teatral, como en Beckett o
Ionesco; ahora esta omnipresente, desde la cultura popular hasta las narrativas de los
Videojuegos, la estetica del “glitch” o el humor oscuro del internet.
Reﬂe]a un paisaje cultural en el que el lenguaje falla, las rutinas se convierten en una
espiral sin sentido y los individuos deben construir un proposito en medio del caos
incoherente de la vida posmoderna.

Filosofos como Sartre (1943) Iy Heidegger (1927) llevan mucho tiempo insistiendo en
el peso de la eleccion individual en un mundo carente de esencia predeterminada. Hoy,
esa carga se diluye entre la multiplicidagl de eleccip_nes e identidades, lo que eondgee
no a la emancipacion, sino con frecuencia a la paral151s. Sin embargo, a confrontacion

d\’)

con el absurdo también puede abrir nuevos caminos hacia la resistencia, la creativida

y la autodeterminacion autentica.
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Program Flow

8:30 am
Stratton
* LLC Research Lab, 30 Labs Building
9:00 am
trid Opening Cer
}? Nati{n Anthzlfnmz7

 Official Opening Notes:

1. Prof, Mourad MEGHACHOU (Rector of the University)

2.Prof. Abderrahmane KHERBOUCHE (Dean of the Faculty)

3.Dr. Abassia AMROUN Bensaid (Vice-Dean of the Post-Graduation)
4.Prof Latifa SARI MOHAMMED (LLC Research Laboratory Director)
?. Prof. Daoudi FRID (Head of the Department)

6.Dr. Badra MENOUER Conference Chair

10:00 am Link: https://meet.google.com/hqc-szbp-jxw
Plenary Session:
. I\Z)hammed Seghir HALIMI (Ourgla University)

From Being to Becoming: the individual's e Ionesconism and the Fate of the

Individual in the Absurd Age
10:30 am Link: https://meet.google.com/hqc-szbp-jxw

Coffeo bre8

11:00 am

Parallel Sessions
o Workshop I: Onsite Panels

1.Panel 1: The Digital Absurd: Human Existence, Art and Meanin
in Contemporary Culture | Chaired by Ilhem MORTAD SERI

2.Panel 2: The Himan Condition Re (Imagined): from Existential
Alienation to Digital Hybridity [Chaired by: Zeyneb YOUSFI

3.Panel 3: The Human Condition Across Lan: I%EZS and in the
Digital Age | Chaired By: Zineb MERAD gél OUCH and
Ahmed OUNANE

e Workshop II: Online Panels

1.Panel 1: Digital Absurdities: Trauma, Identity and the
Breakdown of Meaning | Chaired by Faiza
MEBERBECHE SENOU

2.Panel 2: Fragments of the Absurd: Alienation, Identi
and Transcendence Across Media | Chaired by: Soua
BAGHLI BERBAR

01:30 pm

N N




Panel 1: The Digital Absurd: Human WOrkSh op 1

Existence, Art and Meaning in
Contemporary Culture

Caired by Hiom Mortad Serir

11:00 am

Thhem Mortad Serir (Universi W)
From Sealed Archives to Digital Traces: The Human
Condition and Colonial Memory in Algerian Writing.

11:15 am

Lina Serir (in Temouchent University,)

Human Condition between Clarity and Absurdity in
the Recent Decade.

11:30 am
Motammed Tatir ( Magtnia TUniversity Centre.)
Makishima as the Absurd Hero in a Digital Dystopia:

Existential Alienation and Rebellion in Psycho-Pass
(2012-2013).

11:45 am

Tsmatene AUl CMaghnia Tniversity Centre.)
David Shrigley: Orre of the Most Offbeat Minds in
Absurdist §rt

12:00 pm

Aot Movaowed (University Centre g/f finia)
From Existentialism to Digital Narrativés: Literature
and the Question of Meaning.

12:15 pm
The Meme as Modern Absurdity: Humor, Alienation,
and Digital Identity

12:30 pm

Omar Harem (PhlD student, University Centre g/ finia)
Googling the Absurd: Flarf, Digital Alienation, and the

Poetics of Resistance in K. $ilemn Mohammad’s works.

12:45 pm
Debute

oG




Panel 2: The Human Condition Re WOrkSh Op 1

(Imagined): from Existential
Alienation to Digital Hybridity

Chaired by Rggnet Tousfi

11:00 am
Wassite Bowklikha Graia (Tlemeen Wv&m@)

The Use of ScienceFiction Films (Interstellar) in

Teaching ESP.
11:15 am
Absurdity in Kamel Daoud’s The Meursault

Investigation, from Reconfiguration to Rectification.

11:30 am

Berraz Ji&hﬁ& %&%Zégw&rﬁ@i) ;
Teac e Fragmented Self: Language, Identi
and A]ielglation ingtrlrlle EFL Classrooﬁ(gl‘:1 % 2

11:45 am
From Insect to Interface: Kafka’s Metamorphosis as a

Precedent of Posthuman Alienation in the Digital Age.

12:00 pm

Vowsra Mati (Slemeen Tniversity )

Between Trauma and Technology: The Human
Condition in Digitalised Algerian Writing.

12:15 pm

Meriem Benabdellah (University Centre gA j%gy&mz)
Negotiating Identity and Hybridity: Postcolonial
Literature and Digital Spaces through Leila Aboulela’s

Minaret.

12:30 pm

Nasser Bowchakour (Tlemeen Wv&rfl@)

The Absurd and the Unclaimed: Tfauma of Unbelonging in

Camus’s The Stranger (1942) and Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness (1899).

12:45 pm
Debate

oG




Panel 3: The Human Condition WorkShop 1
Across Languages and in the Digital

Age
Chaired By: Kipe Merad Chaouch
WOW

11:00 am

Karima Mokdad (Z&MW/SM de Orin 2)

El humor como resistencia: lo absurdo en Tres
sombreros de copa de Miguel Mihura.

11:15am
El Silencio como Forma de Resistencia: Voces Ausentes en el
Discurso Social y Politico.

11:30 am

EL Absurdo En Los Compromisos Artisticos De Pablo Picasso.
11:45 am

From Insect to Interface: Kafka’s Metamorphosis as a Precedent of
Posthuman Alienation in the Digital Age.

12:00 am

La configuracion de laidentidadhumana: entre la
(f yl

realidadyla ficciéon.
12:15 pm
Benmamar Fonad (%ﬂcm Universe

)
Identidad y alienacion en la era dp?/gital:. tensiones y dilemas
para la formacion integral de los estudiantes universitarios

12:30 pm

afka etla condition moderne dans son livre :Le Procés,
symbole de la métaphore de Panéantissement de P’étre.

12:45 pm

Motamed Bactir Menower (Universite d Alger 2.
L’injonction a la visibilité : une aliénation hypermoderne de I’identité
al’ére numeérique.
01:00 pm

Debate

oG




Panel 1: D dgital Absurdities: WOVkSh Op 2

i
Trauma, Identity and the Breakdown
of Meaning

Chatred @ Saiza Meterteche Senonce
Link: https://meet.google.com/ojj-guzh-cow

11:00 am

Appas Cholira Nowha /Dr. Braié Fothia (Hassia Benboiali Lniversity)
So It Goes: Repetition as Traumatic Syntax in Vonnegut's
Slaughterhouse-Five.

11:15 am

WWO/M’%M . WWM%@@)@A -

The Collapse of Meaning in the Digital anguaﬁe,
Silence, and Miscommunication in Laila Lalami’s The
Dream Hotel (2025).

11:30 am

’ghe y e of Political Memes as’a Humorist Vent by the
enZ.

11:45 am

Amina Bowali Oran 2 Zé/m/p/m]ﬁ)%)

The Cartogrﬁphy of Chaos: Absurdity ;hrouﬁlh the
Lenses of Self-Disintegration, Institutional Madness,

and Surrealism in Contemporary MENA Literature.

12:00 pm

Karima Mohandliad) (Badji-Moktetar University Apnaba)
Digitalization anf{the bsurdity of the Gendered Self in Jennifer
Egan’s The Candy House.

12:15 pm

Transhumanism: Transcending the Human Condition in Never
Let Me Go 2009 and Frankissstein 2019

12:30 pm

Akram Lagrowm (ENS Bousaada Zé/wums@)
The Third-World Sis&'iphus: the Postcolonial Absurd and the
C

Limits of Revolt in Adichie’s Works.

12:45 pm

Fiiza Meberbeche Senowct (%Mu&m@ gy[%%a%)
01:00 pm

Detuate




Panel 2: Fragments of the Absurd: WOVkSh Op 2

Alienation, Identity and
Transcendence Across Media

Chaired @ Sovead Bffﬂ% Berbar
Link: https://meet.google.com /ifv-wrdg-iya

11:00 am

%fﬂ Boussebha FAhmed Sally versity Ceptre, Naama)._ ]
Statelessness, Stillness, and the Cinema of the Absurd: Existence in
Fragments in Elia Suleiman’s Divine Intervention

11:15 am

Tmane Benkhelila (Cm&mﬁme Zé/m/)

The Trial without End and Waiting for Belonging:
Narratives of the Absurd in Transnational Fiction”

11:30 am

Ditiane Chatane (Mascara Mv&mﬁ?)
Kﬁsurdism and the Revolt Against Meaninglessness in
Ace Attorney

11:45 am

Mallok Benluthcene and Sounile Hellulot (Batna ZWv&rs@)

To Connect, or to Deconnect: The Role of Post-modern Fiction in
Undermining Media’s Imposed Alienation.

12:00 pm

Kaateche Bassem Plhd student (Wv&r‘%fy gf yor m)

To Outlive the Flesh: The Digital Will to Immortality as a Literary
Genealogy from Primordial to the Posthuman.

12:15 pm
-
An Epiphany throuflh the Arrows of Words: Dissecting Alienation

the Absurd in Alaa Al-and Aswany’s The Yacoubian Building
(2004)

12:30 pm

Khadidin Kerrouche (P student Tlemeen %MVF/‘Sﬁdﬂ/)

IE)XPIO{‘ilﬁg themes of Absurdity, Alienation and Identity in Poorly
rawn Lines.

12:45 pm
Debate
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